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Before I started this project I did not realise how
many things in Melbourne were red. But when I
walk around Melbourne now I notice more red
things then ever before. It makes me realise all
the other stuff I could have put in this booklet. I
feel that whenever I am going to go to another
city, I will find so many unique things that are of
the colour red. I think that not only Melbourne,
but all cities, all around the world are full of red
and they are just waiting to be noticed. So here
is my task for you, next time you go to a city (or
even a town) look out for all the things that you
find that are red and you will come to realise
how much red is used across our wonderful
planet.
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Red Melbourne
Written and photographed
by Rawley van Haren
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I am a 19-year-old male that
lives just outside Melbourne
in a town called Emerald. I
am currently in my first year
of studying Industrial Design
at RMIT. I attended Emerald
Secondary College for my
high schooling life, before
starting this year at university. Apart from
learning, I enjoy doing inside and outside
activities. Inside usually involves watching
movies and tv shows and outside mostly
includes playing sport, footy and cricket.
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The best thing about this sign is that it is meant
to say ‘FLIP’, but for some reason it says ‘FrIP’
instead. I am not too sure why it was done like
this, but because they have used the colour red
it makes it surprising hard to notice. Another
reason why this sign is so Melbourne, is that it is
sitting right above a ‘Bank of Melbourne’ store.
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Being such a bright colour that can easily grab your
attention, which is why red is considered the colour that
attracts the most attention, which is also the colour that
is most frequently associated with our visibility. Being a
primary colour, red is combined with yellow and blue to
make all other colours that can be seen in computer and
television related devices. When people see the colour
red it can normally symbolised that something is hot,
which can translate to heat and danger, or lust and love.
Thus, the colour red is shown that two completely
different things can have something in common. In older
times, the castle defenders would wave a red flag to
show that they will fight to defend it, and when a red flag
was raised by a warship it would also mean that they
would show no mercy to their attackers. The reason that I
chose red is that it is such an eye catcher, and all around
cities over the world they want to draw them in. So, red is
the colour that people use to do this.
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This is one of Melbourne’s own touring buses, a
double decker one to be exact. This big red bus
is a great way for tourists to look all around
Melbourne and even find things that they did
not know about. As well as the red this bus as a
few other details on it to make it not look too
plain.
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All around Melbourne people see all different
kinds of transport. So seeing a red bicycle
chilling on the side of the road is not a very
surprising thing. When vehicles are of the
colour red, they tend to be considered faster
than that of any other colour. However the way
this bike looks, I doubt it was built for speed.
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As a logo in Melbourne this is one that is seen
everywhere. This is because it is the logo of the
official AFL footy channel and once again it is a
red one. This logo is mainly seen in Melbourne
as Victoria is the state of the AFL. The shape of
the logo is to resemble that of a football that
they play with. The colour also resembles the
football, although they do come in yellow as
well.
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There are a lot of logos that have red in them,
that is why in Melbourne you can easily find a
spot where there are five red coloured logos.
Companies use the red in their logos because it
easily attracts attention, because of the colours
brightness.
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All the red colours in this tree clearly shows that
it is Autumn. This is because during this time
leaves tend to change in colour, usually
becoming a brown or reddish colour. Which in
this case it is red. This tree has many different
types of reds, which really emphasises the
change that leaves go through during this time.
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This sculpture that lies just outside Federation
Square, which almost resembles that of a tree.
Which I believe the reasoning for this is to
make it seem like it is not a sculptor but it is a
part of nature itself. Even though this artwork
has yellow as well as red, it can easily be seen
how dominant the red is over the yellow.
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The classic Red (and yellow) ‘Maccas’ is a
memorable thing in the city Melbourne. The
fast food restaurants are stationed all around
Melbourne. They are very easy to see as they
use the colour red for the majority of their
restaurants. The ‘Maccas’ colours are so iconic
that when people see the red and yellow
colours together ‘Maccas’ would most likely be
the first thing they think of.
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This is a very specific kind of red object. This
object is seen all over Melbourne but not
always in the form of red. So when I found
someone using this set of headphones I just had
to take a picture. Even though they are not that
big compared to all the other things in the
image, the headphones are still quite
noticeable, thanks to the way this colour
controls people’s attention.
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Yes, this is just a red cement mixer. However, it
can illustrate how many things can be red and
you just do not notice them all. Basic things like
trucks and signs all around Melbourne and it
takes a picture for someone to fully be aware of
what things are red, and what are not.

Page 16

Page 13

These may be just plain baskets, but theses
baskets belong to a very famous Australian
store by the name of ‘Coles’. As an Australia
company ‘Coles’ has not steered away for the
very common colour. Even though it is seen in
most corporations, they still use these colours
because they know how engaged people are
from it.
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